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Explore a stunning collection of
high-quality Damascus and Sarbloh
Kirpans, meticulously crafted for
excellence.
www.khalsaforge.com

www.khalsaforge.com
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HAYES PLFlnT HIRE
WE TRAIN YOU GAIN

ACCREDITED

Excavator 360 Road Roller Forward Tipping Dumper

Plant Training and Testing on All
CATEGORIES OF

MACHINERY.

HAYES PLANT HIRE
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CONTACT- 07831543004

Hollis Farm, Clay Cross Chesterfield. S45 9BA = S
O 01246864370 AWAZE QAUM

CALL US TO BOOK YOUR CSCS LEVEL ONE COURSE.
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Councillor John Cotton

Leader of Birmingham City Council
Council House

Victoria Square

Binmingham 81 188

Telephone: 0121 464 4000

E-mail; john, cottong@bimingham gov.uk

Our ref: JCI1896tr

28 November 2024
TO: angelarayner. i ul
Dear Deputy Prime Minister
it on t I

This year marks 40 years since the Amritsar massacre in India which saw the Indian amy storm
the Golden Temple, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of civilians, and the destruction of
impartant Sikh artefacts and historical manuseripts.

1 write ta you on behalf of the Sikh population of Birmingham. 1o affirm aur city’s suppart far an
inquiry into the British invahement in that raid, and te encourage you to set up such an inguiry as
soon as is practicable

Operation Blue Star was not, however, a standalone event, The events of June 1984 catalysed
widespread vialence against the Sikh community, including torture, enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial exacution, among other human rights violations. Many within the Sikh community
bedieve that these actions amounted to a genocide. and that the government at the time camed out
a campaign o persecute Sikhs across the country. with the aim of eliminating the Sikh population.

Birmingham has been home to a thriving Sikh community for more than B5 years, with Sikhs
making a rich contribution to the sockal, cultural and economic vibeancy of the City of Birmingham,
The Sikh community siill carries the trauma of this time, and there is widespread anger at the lack
of accountability for the events that took place in India during the period of 1984 to 1905,

Any inguiry into British invalvement into Operation Blue Star should take a wider approach, and
consider the events of the following decade, So that Sikhs here in Birmingham, the wider UK, and
around the world, ¢an have greater acknowtedgement of the violence that was carried out against
their peapie

Yours sincerely

L

Councillor John Cotton
Leader of Birmingham City Council
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